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Harrogate Heritage

Looking back: another
scheme to improve the

town’s flow of traftic

Malcolm Neesam
news@harrogateadvertiser.co.uk
@HgateAdvertiser

here cannot be many

readers who are

unaware of the fact

that every few years
the people of Harrogate re-
ceive news of yet another
proposal to “improve” the
town’s system of traffic
flow.

Atonetime, broadroads
were built toimpart an air of
dignity tothe areasthrough
which theypassed.

Butsincethemiddle ofthe
20th century, it had usually
beenthecasethataroadinan
urbanlocality was made wide
inordertoaccommodatea
maximum number of vehicles
travelling asfast as possible.

Yetlooking backto1933,
Lord Horder, the personal phy-
siciantothe Prince of Wales,
spoke of the desirability of
banning carsaltogether from
the centres of British Spasand
Health centres.

Hisreasoning was sound
by the termswithwhich the
medical profession promoted
spatreatments, or the “cure”,
asitwasthenknown.

Alongwith water drinking,
bodily exercise,and therelief
of stress through entertain-
ment andrelaxation (eg. the
kursaal),thedoctorshadlong
known that accessto pureair
wasakey part oftherecovery
and maintenance of bodily
health.

Many continental spas
planted pine woods around
their fringes, so that incoming
breezeswould beimpregnated
with fresh pine, giving the aira
pleasant scent.

Where conditions were
unsuitable for tree-planting,
theauthorities sometimes
constructed hugeloghurdles
which could be smothered
withimported pine fronds, the
better toimprove the quality of
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Afteritacquired Harlow
Moor, Harrogate Council be-
gananintensive program of
pinetree planting,and even
BogsField (today, part of Val-
ley Gardens) was fringed with
pines.

Lord Horder made his com-
mentson the desirabilityofa
carfree environment during
hisvisit to Harrogate to open
the council’slatest attempt to
retain thetown's positionas
thepremier Spainthe British
Empire.

Hetold the council that mo-
torvehicleswith their poison-
ousexhaustsshould bekept
well away from the Spa area,
including Parliament Street,
Crescent Gardens, Swan Road
and thetown centre’sthree
main shopping streets.

Lord Horder did not sug-
gest that newroadsorroutes
should be created, which he
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Aftera
mammoth
battle, the
lunatic
scheme was
abandoned. It
had been a near

thing howeuver..

said would merely shift the
pollutionintosomeoneelse’s
backyard, but that the overall
volume of trafficusing the
King's Highway should be re-
duced by legislation.

Historyhasnotrecorded
theresponse of Harrogate
Council totheir distinguished
visitor's suggestions, but by
theend ofthe decade, motor
traffichad become soheavy as
towarrant ascheme drawn up
in co-operation with the West
Yorkshire County Council, the
basisof which wasthe con-
struction ofanew “relief” road
for Starbeck, which would be-
ginat Granby Cornerand end
nearthe Bogs Lanejunction
with Knaresborough Road.

World War Two putanend
tothatscheme.

Various suggestions for
theimproval of the town's sys-
tem oftrafficflowwere made
duringthe1950s,but the first
major post-war plan wasthe
December1963road traffic
scheme proposed by the West
Riding County Council.

Thiswasabeauty,andin
hindsight appearstohave been
drawn up by peoplewhohad
never set footinthetown. As
the Advertiser's HH Walker
putit: “alldone on paper”.

Althoughreaders may
finditdifficult toaccept that
anyone could be sofoolish as
tosuggest diverting the A61
trafficfrom West Park and
down Montpellier Hill tothe
Spaarea, inorderto pedestri-
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anise Parliament Street, thisis
exactlywhat the West Riding
planners proposed.

Thenew dual carriage
was cutinto the Stray oppo-
sitethe Alexandra Hotel, and
ploughed acrossthe grass until
itreached Crown Roundabout.

AsRoyal Paradeand the
Royal Pump Room wereincon-
venientlyin the way, they were
alltobedemolished, toenable
thenewdual carriage way to
passinto Swan Road, itselfto
be doubled inwidth, before
reaching Ripon Road, where
alarge newjunction would be
created.

Afteramammothbattle,
andapetition of 36,110 signa-
tures of opposition, the lunatic
schemewasabandoned. Ithad
beenanearthinghowever,
before public opinion won the
day.

Thisdefeat did not pre-
vent future anti-social road

schemes from being proposed,
and thisweek’s photograph
shows Harrogate Council's
ownscheme of1969-70to “im-
prove” Harrogate's traffic flow
by meansofan incredible five-
phase scheme, which deserves
considering in detail.

Yetagain, Harrogate’stra-
ditional direct through-route
fortrafficviathebroad Leeds
toRipon Roads,via West Park
and Parliament Street, wasto
beditched.

Thistimeit was proposed
topedestrianize Parliament
Streetinordertoassist the
council’sschemetoredevelop
the Royal Bathsssite (shown as
hatching) by means of divert-
ingthe A61down Montpellier
Hill, round the Royal Pump
Room, andinto SwanRead.

VictoriaRoad, Crescent
Road, and Cornwall Road were
tobeclosed totraffic.

Ahuge “spaghettijunction”

wastobebuilt at the Ripon
Road Junction with Spring-
field Avenue, entailing the
demolition of several superb
Artsand Craftsvillas.

The inner motorwaywould
thenbe carried acrosstheval-
ley ofKings Road by aviaduct
onstilts, entailing the closure
of Franklin Road and Straw-
berry Dale, beforereachinga
huge new roundabout oppo-
sitetoday’s Asda.

Theinner motorwaywould
have then swung south up East
Parade, requiring the closure
of Park View, The Parade, Sta-
tion Bridge, and North Park
Road, before ploughing across
thesite of the demolished Bap-
tist Church and several of Vic-
toria Avenue’sfinest mansions,
before running paralleltoa
closed South Park Road.

Thedual carriage way
would then have entered York
Placeand Leeds Road, denud-
edof their treesforadoubling
inwidth ofthe carriage way.

Ohyes-Princess VillaRoad
and Queen Parade weretobe
closed from York Place. Along
with theredevelopment ofthe
Royal Baths, the entire town
centre between Beulah Street,
Oxford Street, Cambridge Ter-
race,and Cambridge Street
wastobeflattened and rede-
velopedin best1970s brutalist
style.

ITammost grateful to Mr
and MrsPrattley for sending
meacopy of the planned five-
phase scheme, whichisrepro-
duced opposite. After seeing
theintroduction of the early
part ofthe five-phase scheme,
the people of Harrogate rose
up tooppose themadness, the
council bowing to the weight of
publicopinion.

Yet quite unaccountably,
the council, instead of doing
the sensible thingand revert-
ingtothe centuries old two-
way traffic flowin West Park
and Parliament Street, kept
the oneway system which cru-
cified KingsRoad, Cheltenham
Parade, Station Parade and

native air. =
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Adiagram of the planned traffic scheme for Harrogate from1969/70.

York Place and which had only
beenintroduced sothatall five
phasesofthe wretched plan
couldbeintroduced.
Tothisveryday, Harrogate
isstillsaddled with theinef-
ficient road system designed
aspartofanabandoned and
discredited plot toruinthe
town centre. Today, the great-
est threat to Harrogate's centre
may come from some council-
lorsand officersat both county
and district level who might be
hypnotised by the availability
of £1.4mremaining fromthe
so-called “Harrogate & Knares-
borough SCTS allocation”.
Faced with the choice of
either spending, or not spend-
ing,some ofthem maybe
tempted to spend, rather than
notspend. Let ushopethey
make the best decision-that
is, best for Harrogate.
Advertiser readers maynot
yetknow that item eight ofthe
report of May 31,2012 onthe
“Harrogate and Knaresbor-
ough Service Centre Transpor-
tation Strategy” recommends
that councillors should consid-
er-amongotherthings-three
proposals for Harrogate:
(1) an overhauling of traffic
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The people of
Harrogaterose
up tooppose the
madness, the
councilbowing
to the weight of
public opinion...

signals

(2) continuing the program
ofhighway maintenance

(3)thefurther consid-
eration of “option17”,or the
scheme of the Lateral Com-
panytoredevelop much ofthe
town centre, but excluding the
proposaltodivert A61traffic
down Montpellier Hilland
round the Royal Pump Room.

Therecommendationre-
garding “option17” wasmade
ontheunderstanding that
there should be full public con-
sultation. Plansto divert A61
traffic down Montpellier Hill

were bad for Harrogate in 1963,
badin1969-70,and theyare
bad today.

My thanksto Mrand Mrs
Prattley for sending me details
ofthe1969-70plan.

Thisarticlewasfirst pub-
lished on June28,2012.

AnotefromHarrogate
CivicSociety:Itisnowmore
thantwoyearssince Mal-
colm’sdeath. Heleftbehind
anastonishing bodyof work
thatweattheHarrogate
CivicSociety aredetermined
should be preserved and en-
hancedforthebenefit offu-
turehistoriansand,indeed,
forthebenefit of anyone who
caresabout Harrogate.

Notlongbeforehispass-
ing, we discussed with Mal-
colmand the Advertiser
republishing atleast some of
hisarticles.

Wehope youwill enjoy
reading (orinsome casesre-
reading) theseirreplaceable
snapshotsofhistory.

Ifyouareabletoaddto
ourknowledge,orwishto
knowmore about ourwork,
contact usat: history@har-
rogatecivicsociety.org.
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